Differential diagnosis in congenital vascular-bone syndromes.
Congenital vascular-bone syndrome is an alteration in limb growth caused by congenital vascular malformations in childhood. A precise study of the anatomic and hemodynamic nature of the underlying defect is necessary, not only for diagnosis, but also for therapy. The use of old eponyms for diagnosis, such as "Klippel-Trenaunay," "Parkes-Weber," and "Servelle-Martorell" should be abandoned because they are meaningless and misleading. An anatomic/pathological categorization, according to the simple "Hamburg classification," is more practical for clinical purposes. Seven different types of vascular defects, all associated with a-v fistulas, are related with limb overgrowth. Four different types of vascular malformations may produce limb shortening. Complete diagnostic study should allow classifying the malformation into one of the groups listed and illustrated above. Precise diagnosis is useful because interventional therapy can correct limb length discrepancy if performed before epiphyseal closure.